From the Department Head:

There are a number of items of
interest from the BESS faculty and
students to be mentioned in this issue of
the BESS Newsletter. We are pleased
to announce that Dr. Michael Essington
will begin service as the Vice Chair of
the UT Graduate Council, which over a
three year period will lead to him
becoming Chair. We wish Michael well
in this important function, and know he
will serve the research faculty well in
this capacity.

In the recent Exhibition of
Undergraduate Research and Creative
Achievement (EURECA), BESS
students had two of the top three entries
from the College of Engineering, and
one of the top three entries from the
College of Agriculture Sciences and
Natural Resources. Congratulations to
these students and their sponsors. (For
details of these awards and their
advisors, click here).

In a very close contest (see story
here), the UT Soils Judging team
finished 5" among the 23 universities
competing in the National Collegiate Soil
Judging Contest in Springfield, Missouri.
The team members were Stephen
Holland, James Hartsig, Brian Lester,
Kinder Tuckwiller, Kyley Dickson, and
Brenton Worley and were coached by
Ryan Blair and Dr. Tom Ammons. The
UT team qualified for the national
competition based on their performance
in the regional competition last fall.

Keep up the great work BESS
students and faculty!

——Eric
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JAMES HARTSIG, a graduating senior in
Environmental & Soil Sciences, Soils w
concentration, has won an award from the UTIA

American Society of Agronomy/Crop Sciences _J
Society of America/Soil Science Society of

America. The “Outstanding Senior for the 2009
National Student Recognition Program” award is
given to recognize top-notch seniors that have

Breaking News!
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been selected on the basis of their scholarship, Substantial
leadership, and participation. Dr. John T. Ammons Equipment
nominated James for the award, in recognition of Purchases—

James’s unfailing effort in keeping people Click here for more
interested in Soil Science. He helped restart the
PSES club (link: http://pse.ag.utk.edu/), has
participated in several Soil Judging Competitions,
and has plans to return in the fall for an MS in

Environmental & Soil Sciences.
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James was very pleased to receive the award,
and said that he “really appreciates Doc for doing
this.” Congratulations, James!
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With the help of 16 faculty/staff, 3
graduate students, and 10
undergraduate students, Dr. Willie
Hart of BESS again coordinated the
2009 FFA Agricultural Mechanics
“Skills Day.” A total of 148 students
from 19 high schools in East
Tennessee participated in the contest
this year. Claiborne County High
School was the first place team,
followed by South Greene High

School and William Blount High
School. Thanks to all who helped!
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Energy Training for Agriculture Professionals

We are pleased to announce a new training opportunity for Extension Agents and Specialists from the Southern SARE
Region. We are asking for your help in identifying good candidates from your state and university. Complete information
and application materials are available at the Energy Training for Agriculture Professionals website, www.entap.org.

The goal of this project is to build a network of local resource persons who can assist farmers and landowners in
managing their energy resources profitably and sustainably, promoting energy-related technologies and approaches that
truly advance the goals of sustainable agriculture.

Participants will be chosen by a competitive application process to participate in an intensive training course. The
training will include energy efficient farming systems, biofuels, biopower, solar, and wind energy. After successfully
completing this training, graduates will return to their communities to provide energy-related technical assistance and will
develop a network for information-sharing and support.

This training is being funded by the Southern SARE Professional Development Program. Tuition, materials, lodging, and
meal expenses will be fully paid for successful applicants, along with most or all travel expenses. Ouir first course will
take place from September 30 to October 2, 2009 at the Center for Environmental Farming Systems, near Goldsboro,
North Carolina. We expect to recruit and train 25 to 30 Energy Educators in the first year. We are raising funds for our
second year and beyond.

Please spread the word to Extension staff in your state and direct them to www.entap.org. The

application deadline is April 30.

Thanks and best regards,

Mike Morris

National Center for Appropriate Technology, mikem@ncat.org, (919) 251-9680

Steve Moore

Center for Environmental Farming Systems, steve moore@ncsu.edu, (919) 731-3440

Co-Chairs, Energy Training for Agriculture Professionals

SOUTHERN SARE INVITES PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRE-PROPOSALS

The Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) Professional Development Program is
requesting pre-proposals for projects of one to two year(s) duration that provide training in sustainable agriculture for
agricultural professionals and educators who serve farmers and other interested people in USDA’s southern

region. Obtain the call for prellproposals at http://www.southernsare.org. Submission deadline is June 5, 2009. Awards
will be made in February 2010. There is no funding cap for projects. To fund a broad portfolio of projects, priority will be
given to those in the range of $50,000 to $100,000.

SARE is an inclusive program and encourages prellproposals from land grant and non-land grant universities, colleges,
USDA agencies, community-based organizations, and non-governmental organizations. The Southern region includes
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands.

BEGINNING FARMER AND RANCHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (BFRDP)

The Request for Application for the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program (BFRDP) is now available
for public viewing and download.

Please find attached links to the Funding Opportunity Announcement, and Grants.Gov Download pages:

(i) CSREES Funding Opportunity: http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/beginningfarmerandrancher.cfm

(i) Grants.Gov Application Package:
http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/GetGrantFromFedgrants:jsessionid=T6FLJ6vKgQVTJ8yRzVpxRT18SN1MLys7PpQM
ZSz4sLrL.ZD5vtvQV!1057178580?0pportunity=USDA-CSREES-BFR-002115&agencycode=USDA-CSREE

More information about the BFRDP program and resources for writing grant applications will continue to be
developed and made available at: http://www.csrees.usda.gov/familysmallfarms.cfm

Please note that all applications must be submitted electronically. You will need to be registered ahead of time

with grants.gov to submit an application and the registration process can take a few weeks. More information

about submitting applications to CSREES is available at: http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/application_info.html

If you need additional information, please contact the National Program Leaders: Suresh Sureshwaran at
ssureshwaran@csrees.usda.gov or Janie Hipp at jhipp@csrees.usda.gov
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CALL FOR EQUIPMENT FUNDING:

The stimulus package funding from the Federal government will permit the Experiment Station to offer a call
for equipment funding. Each department and center is invited to submit a prioritized list of equipment needs.

1. The program is intended to fund more substantial equipment purchases.
2. A brief description and justification/use for each item is needed.

3. Indicate whether the subject equipment might reasonably be placed in a communal equipment
environment.

Since requests are due to the TAES dean’s office by May 15, please submit proposals to Eric by May 11.

UTIA NEWS

EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY

UT faculty and staff are invited to an employee appreciation day Tuesday,

April 14, as the Tennessee Volunteers baseball team takes on the Bruins of
Belmont University. Employees with a faculty/staff ID and up to five guests will
receive free admission to the game, a free hot dog and soft drink, as well as
giveaways and prizes including a baseball autographed by the team, a multi-
game pass and 15 tickets for the Porch seating area on Tuesday, April 21, when
the Vols host the Buccaneers of East Tennessee State University. Smokey the
mascot and Smokey the dog will make appearances during the game.
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